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Rare habitat 

Amport Fen has been 
identified as a flooded 
woodland. This type of habitat 
is becoming increasingly rare 
and so we want to protect it.    

A light-touch plan 

Clear small areas of woodland 
floor and open the tree 
canopy above to allow 
sunlight to simulate plant 
growth through a planting 
plan for existing and new 
native plants.  

Botanical Survey 

Once the woodland floor has 
been cleared we can create a 
planting plan and supplement 
plants that have been 
struggling and perhaps add 
some new natives too. Our 
botanical survey will help us 
do this. 

What next? 

Create a draft plan with the 
help of Wessex Rivers Trust by 
the autumn.
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Amport Fen has had two visits from the Watercress & 
Winterbournes (W&W) over the last month. On 17 July a group 
of PBA volunteers assisted Maggie Shelton from W&W carried 
out a botanical survey at  the Fen. Whilst no endangered species 
were found results show that there is a healthy variety of tree 
and plant species growing in the Fen. The results of the survey 
are given over the page.  

Where is the Fen?

On 1 August Andy Blincow from Wessex Rivers Trust, a partner 
of the W&W, visited the fen to provide some expert advice on 
the care of this rare habitat. He offered his assistance in 
generating a ‘light-touch’ renovation plan that Amport PC, the 
custodians of the fen, could build upon. Ideas included clearing 
tree saplings and ground cover from small areas of the fen floor 
and opening the tree canopy above to allow more sunlight in to 
stimulate plant growth. Produce a planting plan for these areas 
using the recently completed botanical survey to help existing 
plants that have been struggling and supplement these with 
new natives to create more diversity.  Future consideration will 
be given, after consultation with the local community, to 
improving overall year round access to the fen. 

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes
https://www.wessexrt.org.uk
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Amport Fen Flora Survey
Date: 17 / 07 / 2024

Surveyors: Maggie Shelton; Chris Harris; Sally Passingham; Carolyn Bishop; Rebekah 
Kendrick; Jan Knight.

Survey style: a footpath walkover using guidebooks to create a list of features. No mobile 
service available so no online Apps used. Listed by common name first. Trees are in bold.

Alder Alnus glutinosa

Ash Fraxinus excelsior

Beech Fagus sylvatica

Bindweed (possibly large) Calystegia spp.

Bittersweet / Woody Nightshade Solanum dulcamara

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa

Bracken  Pteridium aquilinum 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens

Dock – broad leaved Rumex obtusifolius

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea

Cleavers / stickyweed / goosegrass Galium aparine

Clover – white Trifolium repens

Comfrey – common Symphytum officinale

Cranesbill Geranium spp.

Currant (possibly Red Currant)  Ribes rubrum

Daisy Bellis perennis

Dandelion Taraxacum agg.

Dog Rose Rosa canina

Elder Sambucus nigra

Enchanter’s Nightshade Circaea lutetiana

Flag Iris Iris pseudacorus
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Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata

Goat Willow Salix capraea

Golden Rod Solidago virgaurea

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea

Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna

Hazel Corylus avellana

Heart’s tongue fern Asplenium scolopendrium

Hedge Woundwort Stachys sylvatica

Hemlock Conium maculatum

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum

Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium

Holly Ilex aquifolium

Hop – golden  Humulus lupulus

Ivy  Hedera helix

Lesser Burdock Arctium minus

Lord’s and Ladies Arum maculatum

Marsh Hawksbeard Crepis paludosa

Meadow Grass Poa annua

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria

Nettle Urtica dioica

Old Man’s Beard Clematis vitalba

Plantain – hoary Plantago media

Privet Ligustrum vulgare

Red Campion Silene dioica

Reed – possibly common  Phragmites australis

Rush (hard rush?) Juncus inflexus

Scarlet Elfcap Sarcoscypha austriaca

Sedge – pendulous Carex pendula

Selfheal Prunella vulgaris

Sow thistle Sonchus arvensis

Spindle Euonymus europaeus
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Sedge – pendulous Carex pendula

Selfheal Prunella vulgaris

Sow thistle Sonchus arvensis

Spindle Euonymus europaeus

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus

Thistle – creeping Cirsium arvense

Walnut Juglans regia

Water Mint Mentha aquatica

Willow (ornamental species) Salix spp.

Willowherb – great Epilobium hirsutum

Wood Avens Geum urbanum

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus

Botanical Survey Results

Collating results
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