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Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting 29 Apr 24 
Record of Decisions 
 
Members present: 
 
Diana Stephenson (DS), Chair 
Geraldine Grimshaw (GG), East Cholderton Rep 
Clare Hemmings (CH), Weyhill Rep 
Tim Grimshaw (TG), Secretary 
 
In attendance: 
Sharon De Bru (SdB), Bluestone 
Erin Scarsbrook (ES), Bluestone 
 
Apologies:  
Robert Talbot Rice (RTR), Amport Rep 
 
1. Introduction. The Chair welcomed members to the ninth NPSG meeting. The 
principal purpose of this meeting was to review comments on the Regulation 14 circulation 
of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and agree release of the NP to APC so that they might 
agree issue it to TVBC for the next stage of the process.  
 
2. Record of last meeting and Actions arising (Secretary).  The record of the last 
meeting (29 Apr 24) had been agreed and signed by the Chair and would be posted on the 
NP page of the APC website. Actions arising: 
 

• DS agreed to follow up with the consultant on ECWG proposals for additional 
important views to protect the conservation area. ECWG important views had been 
input to the revised NP. Complete.  

• TG to circulate the revised important views and green space proposals, in smaller 
files provided by the consultant. Complete. 

• AP and AD agreed to prepare draft NP objectives and review whether change to the 
green space and important view proposals supported their objectives. AP asked for 
direct support from the consultant. DS agreed to arrange consultant one-to-ones 
with each WG. WGs had discussed local issues with the consultant and the NP had 
been amended to reflect their feedback. Complete. 

• RTR is asked to prepare draft NP objectives for Amport settlement and review the 
green space and important views to see whether change was required. NP 
objectives, green space and important views had been discussed and Amport WG’s 
wishes incorporated into the NP. Complete. 

• DS agreed to discuss the consultant’s timelines for supporting the preparation of the 
NP with Bluestone. DS and Bluestone had agreed the commercial relationship and 
timelines. Complete. 

• DS agreed to consolidate proposals for new developments and circulate them to the 
NPSG.  
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3. Feedback from the Regulation 14 Circulation of the NP. ES had circulated the 
feedback to NPSG members in a spreadsheet (‘ANDP Regtn 14 Responses 0.4’) and revised 
the NP (‘Submission Draft V7.1 February 2025’) for endorsement at this meeting.  
 

a. Discussion centred on the key issues in the spreadsheet: 
 

 Comments from a potential developer about the process and validity of the 
NP.  

 Housing allocations and house prices, in particular affordable housing, 
reflecting TVBC feedback.  

 Potential change to the Design Codes to reflect Policy AM3, for example 
recognising the impact that surface water has on potential flooding, reflecting 
Southern Water feedback. Action: SdB to recommend change to the Design 
Codes, for DS to discuss with Locality, potentially requesting AECOM 
amendment of the Design Code. 

 Questions on the evidence base for bird of prey flight corridors around the 
Hawk Conservancy, dark skies policy and plot coverages following TVBC 
feedback. 

 The need for repetition of text from TVBC’s Local Plan. 

 The potential for future development in Weyhill, notably where the 
community might benefit from community space. 

 
Action: SdB to finalise the NP for submission to TVBC. 

 
b. TG asked SdB for review of the text relating to the value of the Housing 
Needs Survey, specifically where text might potentially be contradictory. Action: SdB 
to review paras 3.4.14 and 7.3.2 and ensure consistency in the message. 
 
c. TG recommended the Foreword is amended to include a commitment by the 
Parish Council to persue community aspirations (eg para 3.5.2) and maintain the 
currency of the NP and proactively use it to support reviews of planning applications. 
Action: DS to consider amending the Foreword.  
 
d. NPSG agreed the record (Appendix A) accurately reflected NPSG’s views 
about the most appropriate response to feedback. NPSG noted how strong the 
document (and its supporting Reports) was and noted the significant period that 
likely the NP will provide local planning policy guidance for the Parish. Final 
amendment of the NP was required, including: 

 

 Circulation of Appendices A (Historical Perspective), B (Parish Profile) and E 
((relating to Local Green Spaces) for endorsement by NPSG. 

 Due diligence to check feedback, including from discussion at this meeting 
had been fully incorporated. 

 Minor additional edits suggested by TG to SdB by email on 9 Feb 25. 
 
Action: SdB to finalise the NP and circulate to Chair & Sec NPSG for endorsement.  



Amport Parish Council 

 3 

 
 
4. SdB outlined next steps: 
 

• Following circulation of the record of the NPSG Meeting and revision to the 
NP (assumed by end-Feb 25), the NP would be submitted by APC for endorsement 
(17 Feb 25) and then by APC to TVBC 

• TVBC undertake a Screening and express ‘opinion’ on the validity of our 
submission. This might take 6-8 weeks (Mar to mid-Apr 25). 

• In parallel, Bluestone prepares for NPSG endorsement the evidence base (a 
Consultation Statement and Conditions Statement).  

• TVBC submit the NP for external examination (likely by mid-Apr 25). NPSG 
has an opportunity to influence the choice of examiner. 

• External examination typically takes 8 weeks (possible completion by end-Jul 
25). 

• Following resolution of potential feedback from the external examiner, TVBC 
arrange the Referendum considering the potential adoption of the NP. 

 
TG asked SdB to clarify their understanding of the TVBC feedback that ‘if the plan is 
submitted for examination after 12 March 2025 it will be examined under the new NPPF’. 
Action: SdB to consider whether there is any urgency to submit the NP for external 
examination by 12 Mar 25. 
 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
Tim Grimshaw      Diana Stephenson 
Sec NPSG      Chair NPSG 
13 Feb 25      13 Feb 25 
 
Appendix: 
 
A. Summary of Regulation 14 feedback (spreadsheet ‘ANDP Regtn 14 Responses 0.4’) 
 
 


